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Report on the international conference 
IAIMTE at Odense, Denmark, from June 
2nd to 5th, 2015  

The Congress took place at the Southern Danish University in Odense. I attended all the 
ICT presentations that were offered during this congress. Sessions were arranged 
parallel and there were different formats. On the first day there were round table 
discussions and Special interest groups (SIG) dealing with the topic of ICT.  

Most of them were reports on research in classrooms with discussions at the end.  

My own presentation was on Thursday in the format of a round table. As I only had 6 to 
8 minutes for my presentation and 45 minutes for questions and discussion I had to 
redo my Powerpoint presentation and my handout for the participants. (see both of 
them in an attachment).During all these presentations, also in mine, several questions 
arose.  

 Where is the boundary between educational and private purposes with IT for 
students and teachers? 

 Are students to be allowed to use smartphones in class/schools or not – what are 
the reasons given? 

 What are sensible tools for IT-integrated teaching? 
 What sense does it make to have tasks in Petall, which are supposed for pan-

European use? 
 What is the surplus of pan-European tasks as all countries have different 

curricula  and educational systems and objectives? 

As for the Danish teachers a wiki would not make sense to be tried out in class as most 
of the students might already have had it and would not be motivated by having to 
create one. Another difference between Denmark and Germany came up concerning the 
central examinations, which are on the Internet whereas we, in Bremen, have to encrypt 
exams paper if exchanging them in the team for the central graduation (Zentralabitur). 
They told me that Germans are much to hesitant with the chances and options offered by 
the net. An American participant told me that knowing about the options on the net does 
not make her feel comfortable with using it in class at all. So, although IT is used 
everywhere she is quite hesitant applying technical devices in the classroom.  

So, generally there has been a lot of scepticism about the usage of ICT, as the research 
mainly showed that much of what is done with ICT can also be done in normal teaching. 
The introduction of i-pads in the language classroom or other media were questioned as 
all of the presented findings were criticized as being part of normal teaching. So 
watching films on the Internet could be replaced by watching a DVD, etc. The only 
advantage participants thought would be in the communication between student and 
student and teacher and student.  

The second day there was a keynote speech on Language Learning by a professor from 
Barcelona concerning Spanish and Catalan (see link 1 to the presentation). 

Generally the data are based on interviews and observations.  
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In talks between the sessions I could speak with several participants and introduce and 
thus disseminate PETALL. I told them to contact me via e-mail when interested in our 
project.  

For orientation of what content and participants the conference had see link 2. 

Bremen, June 6, 2015       Christa Doil-Hartmann 

Attachments, see mail 

 

 
Link 1: https://goo.gl/FRCqw3 

Link 2: https://tinyurl.com/iaimte-pub 
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