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ArprisiNnG TEACHER TRATNEES OF NEW LANGUAGE
APPROACHES: AN ICT Task-Basep Training CouRsE

Raal Ridz-Ceclia!,
Juan Ramin Guifarro-Ofjeda®

Abstract

Mvst language practitioness advorate for the introduction of ICT In thelr teaching since thisis a
motivation bovster for shudents of all levels and, aboe all, because it provents the from stick-
i ko the textbook, This idea pived. the way for mimaenting the language seaching praxid and
adding a sende of realism boowhatever happens in'the language classroom. To achleve this, we
dedigned a training course for teacher trainees where 1CT and Task Based Language Leaming
Approach { TBLL) merged toguther This is the undedying premise behind the European-funded
project PETALL {Fan Buropean Task-Based Activities fnr Language Learning, Reference namber
SMEG3-LLP-1-2012-1-WL-EAZ-EAZME ), We will examine the structure, contents and delivery
of the natlonal training course held in Spam. Thus, this is geared towards the development of
strategees o provide teachers with the necessary tools o include 1CT-based 1asks i thelr reach-
ing activitics. Contents shifi from the theoretical teneéts of TBLL to the practical empowenient
of attenders 50 that they get a-dlear ides ofhow this appraach can be part of their future bossons,
Incthis sense, participants were taught ficst bow to do'the task, then they we did the task together,
and finally we transferred the leuding role and they were neouested o do the task onthelr dawn (T
da, we do, yod da). At the end, we present some conclusions based on the feedback provided by
teacher trainees who kindly plnpointed areas for e belterment of the original plan,

1. Introduction

To waken mterest and kindle enthusiasm |5 the sure way 1o teach castly and successiully.

[ Teyon Edwards)

The traching of forekzn languages has shifted owands the pragmatic use of linguase instead of be-
inganchored i predictalde communication, Leaners demand input which can be transforeed ings
mreaningiul labgaage chinks and that & liable to be utifized in real language conbexts, This was
st key ke which revalved in a group of language practitioners’ mind when we first met hack in
012, We quested fos an innovative, motivating and appealing way ofteaching forelan langoages
acroiss Burnpe with an emplsasis o MET and Task-Based Language Leaming { TELL). This sm-
biryo plan was broaght to fruition i the form of a European funded project entitled Pan Enropean
Task Activities for Langnage Leaming {PETALL) { mberence number 330863-LLP-201 2-M1, KA L
KAZMP). Since then, we have been working hard for three years and we have come up with an
mieresting bunch of ICT based tasks which will be available foe the whole educational commuonisy
{in Europe and beyond) on the webpage hitp: // petallproject.eu/ petall/index php 'en /.

1 Universing of Gramada { Spain) ranimiziiegres
T Thniveesity of Granads { Spain} fgoiuges,
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where participants expressed the strong and weak points of the 24:-hour-training course. All of
these were chrefully listened toand considered for the writing of this paper.
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BevonD ProcEss THEORY - How NEw TECHNOLOGIES ARE
CHANGING THE Way WE WrITE AND COMMUNICATE

Guy Meredith®

i

Abstract

Mew technology is changing the way we teach and the way students learm. The progess ofwriting
text can be fundamentally different with the nse of modern word procedsing wals such as “Ciuaip”
or "Goagle Dacs”, These apps and websites allow students o share theke wiiting with each other
and their tutor thug enabling symchronous and asynchronows collaboration. In addition, space s
provided foc am online chat-box creafing 2 oew chaniel of commanication and s furthes kol
of analysis. These teols mean that a tubor can help and encournge students while they wite a tex
not have te wait until they have Gnished a first deafe, This paper will consider the effect moderm
technology & havirg on the theory and process of writing and how it |5 changing the relaticnship
between the snedents and the tetorn. A Post Peocess” approach will be examined which places
miore emphasis on collsborative writlng and provides an opportunioy fer the tiar o co-construa
texis with the sodents, The wse of online dislogee as & means of encouraging communication
between students and the tutor will be discussed and Qlustrated with cxamples from a research
project of EAP students of Zoyed Linbversity, Abu Dhabl

Mew techinology 5 changing the fundamental process of sriting and communicating, An
increasing amaunt of hunan interaction now occurs in 3 text-based form online either on mobile
phones, mobile dences or computers, The information can be tansmitted instantaneously but it
canalea be stored, reviewed, edited and rewritten. With the development af rmobile
commuonication and leaming can ke place “anytime and amywhere” [1]. This is having a
significant effect on the process of leaming and specifically writing for EFL leamers, In sddition
to-making # easier for students to share documents with each other, feceive fiedback from the
teacher and make multiple edits, mobile technology also facilivates student collabpration and
collaboration with the tator bo co-constrisct a text

[Fwriting is a “historically dynamic process™ [2] that is always changing and developing thén

it is important b be able o reinterpret and integrate dew perspectives inbo writing theories. A

| popubie approach in EFL teaching i3 "Procesd Writing” which can be deen oz # reaotion against

© produdt ariented o iraditional chetoric, I emphasized the peocess af writing sot the product
arvd beodee. e writing process down into several siaxges — plapning, drafimg, peer review, furor
feedback, redrafting and finad prodogl

Thix process approsch was beneficlal for the second langpage beammer as it allowed fora review

. of grammar and lexis as well as conpet and organization. However in the 19505 Process writing

Igredf came under artack, Tt was criticked for producing a “Theary” of Writing with its own st of
- generalisations that should be commect moss of the time [3](0dson in Breuch 2002} A Post Process
i 'Eh:nr}' developed that emphasized that writing was not o body of knowledge that could be ughs.
~ [kher factors wers alse impoitant sisch s the Smation where the writing takes place, the andieves it
- ks mieant for and the dizlogue that ooours bebween students and the tutoc However, as Matsuda [4]
d lﬂll’!ﬁ ouat; this does nat necessarily mean the end of Process Theore It is best'understood if seen
| anan extension or Sevelopment of a processosiented pedagogy where mons emphasiz s placed on
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