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How do you win back your love? 

A task-based scenario to teach letter writing 

 

Pre-task 

Activity 1: What do these words have to do with a breakup? 

You have just broken up with someone you loved very much. Use the words on the table below 

in sentences and Penzu (https://penzu.com) to describe your feelings in a paragraph. Add a 

title and a photo to your ideas.  

Get divided in pairs of different genders. Listen to your partner’s ideas and say whether these 

can persuade you to go back to him/her. 

Words to use: 

cold Sweet words arms shake mean think sink hold 

 

Activity 2 : What’s the story? 

Version 1: the teacher has prepared a PPT presentation with 9 photos –one per slide-. The 

photos, which tell the story of a break-up, are captured from a music video on YouTube 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m20BTdy9FGI) and specially edited on Tuxpi 

(http://www.tuxpi.com) using the photo film effect.  The photos are in jumbled order and the 

teacher projects them on the whiteboard or shares with the students with Google Drive. The 

teacher divides the students in small groups (3-4 per group) and asks them to work out the 

order of the photos, so that they make up with a likely plot. The students rearrange the photos 

and exchange their stories.  

Example of photo on the PPT slides: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Version 2: The teacher has prepared a photo strip through any comic strip tool, e.g. Chogger 

(http://chogger.com). The photos tell a story used on a music video clip and are in jumbled 

order. The photos are captured from the music video on YouTube 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m20BTdy9FGI). The teacher divides the students in 

https://penzu.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m20BTdy9FGI
http://www.tuxpi.com/
http://chogger.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m20BTdy9FGI
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small groups (3-4 per group) and directs them to the strip webpage (http://cho.gr/Yofs5).  

S/he asks them to work out the order of the photos, and come up with a likely plot. At the 

end, the students exchange their stories.  

Example of Chogger strip :  

 

Activity 3 

Watch the music video clip on YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m20BTdy9FGI) 

and check the right order of the photos. Then, tell the class which plot is nearest to the 

scenario of the song.  

 

Activity 4 

Click on http://batlyrics.net/dear_darlin-lyrics-olly_murs.html, watch the video and the lyrics 

and do the quiz on it prepared for you on Google Drive at 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1IZZ-

emAnlI0ozHq5hxedwh5xddrgRHBqCxfdQO_HQR8/viewform .   

http://cho.gr/Yofs5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m20BTdy9FGI
http://batlyrics.net/dear_darlin-lyrics-olly_murs.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1IZZ-emAnlI0ozHq5hxedwh5xddrgRHBqCxfdQO_HQR8/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1IZZ-emAnlI0ozHq5hxedwh5xddrgRHBqCxfdQO_HQR8/viewform
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Task cycle 

Activity 5: Let’s turn the song into a letter. 

You are the singer. You decide to write a proper letter to your girlfriend to express your 

feelings about her and to dedicate your song to her. Send her a Facebook message uploading 

also the song video you have made for her.  

 

Activity 6 

Watch a scene from the movie ‘Notting Hill’ starring Hugh Grant and Julia Roberts on YouTube 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GowL3gRf8hY).  

You are reporters transcribing the interview in your Penzu (https://penzu.com) notebook. Get 

divided into pairs. Partner A is provided with the questions posed to Anna Scott (Julia Roberts) 

and has to write down the answers she gave.Partner B is provided with Anna’s answers and 

has to write down the questions posed to her.  

Here follows the interview transcript to use as well as an example of a Penzu page to prepare. 

Interview transcript Sample Penzu page 

Reporter 1: ‘Anna, how much longer are you staying in 
Uk then?” 

Anna: “No time at all, I leave tonight”. 

Reporter 2: “The last time you were here there were 
some fairly graphic photographs taken of you with a 
young English guy. So what happened with that?” 

Anna: “He was just a friend. We’re still friends, I think”. 

W. Thacker: “Miss Scott, are there any circumstances 
in which the two of you might be more than just good 
friends?” 

Anna: “I hoped there would be but now I’m assured 
there aren’t”. 

W. Thacker: “I was just wondering if it turned out that 
this person realized he’d been a daft prick and got 
down on his knees and begged you to reconsider 
whether you would in fact then reconsider”. 

Anna: “Yes, I believe I would”. 

Reporter 1: “Anna, how long are you intending to stay 
here in Britain?” 

Anna: ‘Indefinitely”. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GowL3gRf8hY
https://penzu.com/
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Activity 7 

In pairs, create and run an opinion poll in class using Polldaddy (https://polldaddy.com) and 

present the results to the class. 

See an example by clicking on https://polldaddy.com/poll/8224408 . 

 

Activity 8 

How would be describe the two actors’ feelings?  

Make 2 word clouds using Wordle (http://www.wordle.net) or Tagul (http://tagul.com) one 

for William Thacker (Hugh Grant) and one for Anna Scott (Julia Roberts) using adjectives that 

describe what they feel during the interview scene. 

 

Activity 9 : How would YOU win back your love? 

Version 1: Choose one of the following modes to express to your boyfriend/girlfriend, with 

whom you have broken, up your desire to win him/her back. 

 

Modes of expression 

1. Use Letterpop (http://letterpop.com) to create a written message illustrated with related 

photos. 

2.  Use Imagechef (http://www.imagechef.com) to create a photo message applying an effect of 

your choice on a photo and adding a written message (or caption) to it. 

3.  Use Smilebox (http://www.smilebox.com) to create an ecard with your message. 

4.  Use Animoto (http://animoto.com) to create a video text. 

5.  Use Photoshow (http://www.photoshow.com) to create a photo presentation adding your 

message in captions and/or bubbles on the photos and selecting any other available effect. 

6.  Use Pixton (www.pixton.com) to create a comic strip with your personal message. 

7.  Use Domo Animate (http://domo.goanimate.com) to create an animated story with your 
message.  

8.  Use Power Point, or Prezi (http://prezi.com)  or Brainshark (http://www.brainshark.com) to 
create a presentation with your message accompanied by an audio file with your voice. To 
record and save an audio file with your own voice use Vocaroo (http://vocaroo.com).  

 

Version 2: Choose your own impressive way to win back your love. Your task is to create a 

message (oral, written or video) message using at least one ICT tool. 

https://polldaddy.com/
https://polldaddy.com/poll/8224408
http://www.wordle.net/
http://tagul.com/
http://letterpop.com/
http://www.imagechef.com/
http://www.smilebox.com/
http://animoto.com/
http://www.photoshow.com/
http://www.pixton.com/
http://domo.goanimate.com/
http://prezi.com/
http://www.brainshark.com/
http://vocaroo.com/
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Activity 10 

Do some movie research to find the most a) exciting, b) touching, c) bizarre or d) entertaining 

(your choice) way a movie actor used in order to express his feelings to his/her love to win 

him/her back. Use Padlet (http://padlet.com) to present : 1) the movie scene and 2) a text 

including a brief description of the scene and a justification of your choice.  

Watch the presentations of the posts of the other pairs and Exchange ideas with the rest  

 

Language focus 

Activity 11 

The song reminds of a letter. With a partner, order the different functions the singer does in 

his musical letter (1-6) supplying the related lyrics as examples.  

 

Order Functions (in verbs) 

 He regrets 

 He explains 

 He remembers 

 He apologises 

 He confesses 

 He promises 

 

Activity 12 

(The teacher prepares a graph though Microsoft Smart Art Graphic or any other similar tool) 

The graph below shows the structure of a personal letter. Working with your group, put the 

verbs of Activity 11 on the blank boxes of the graph, providing examples from the song lyrics.  

Note: The coloured boxes show the information that belongs to the same category, while all 

blank boxes on the 3rd column are to be filled with the sample lyrics. You can add, remove or 

edit boxes. 

 

 

 

http://padlet.com/
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Parts of the letter Functions Lyrics  

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 13 

You are missing your boyfriend/girlfriend a lot. You decide to contact him/her through a 

greeting card to ask something of him/her, but you feel hesitant. Use Smilebox 

Personal 
letter

opening greeting

introduction 

reason for writing 

main body

closing 

closing greeting
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(http://www.smilebox.com) to create the card in writing a message that will begin by a) “Are 

there any circumstances ….”, or b) “I was wondering if …”. Remember to sound clear but 

polite and tactful. 

http://www.smilebox.com/

